
April 9, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 9, 

2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods and Danny 

Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Utilities Director Durwin Joyce and Police Chief Eddie Cassady. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member 

Bowles with the following -0 recorded vote:  Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye.  Vice Mayor Martin joined 

Closed Session later.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision 

of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.   At the conclusion of Closed 

Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters 

exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only 

those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during the Session.  Mayor Lawson explained that no action was taken 

out of Closed Session on either item.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles; seconded 

by Vice Mayor Martin, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: 

Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Woods, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye.    

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Lawson, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Read and present a proclamation acknowledging April 8 – 12, 2019 as National Boys and 

Girls Club Week – Council Member Woods read the proclamation and presented it to a 

representative in attendance.  The representatives shared some of the special events that were 

happening this week on behalf of the National Boys and Girls Club Week.   
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing student members of the Martinsville/Henry 

County National Society of Black Engineers – Council Member Bowles read the proclamation 

and presented it to the NSBE members in attendance. Helen Howell thanked Council and said 

they are excited for the NSBE student accomplishments and thanked New Heights Foundation 

for their support.  The organization continues to grow, with the team traveling to Texas next 

year.   
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing April 18, 2019 as National Lineman 

Appreciation Day – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation, which was presented, to the City 

Electric Department lineman in attendance.  Utilities Director Durwin Joyce thanked Council 

for the recognition, stating that the City Electric department had a good group of employees 

who are always willing to answer calls at all hours.   
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Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for 

membership on the VML 2019 Policy Committees – Council Members discussed and agreed on 

the following nominations: Community and Economic Development would be Chad Martin, 

Environmental Quality would be Eric Monday, Finance would be Leon Towarnicki, General 

Laws would be Jim Woods, Human Development and Education would be Jennifer Bowles, 

and Transportation would be Kathy Lawson.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

submit those nominations.  Council Member Woods seconded the nominations with all 

Council members voting in favor.   
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Hear a presentation of the Martinsville/Henry County Rivers and Trails Recreational Use 

Plan – Community Development Wayne Knox introduced Brian Williams of the Dan River 

Basin Association, explaining how important and vital his role in the community has been.  
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Williams provided an overview of the Rivers and Trails plan, stating that these plans are in 

place to benefit future generations.  These outdoor activities promote a healthy lifestyle for the 

community.  Williams anticipates the trail to the Sports Complex be completed by the summer 

and the repairs of the damaged culvert could be completed by the end of the year.  Mayor 

Lawson thanked DRBA and Gateway for working together on projects and for a successful 

Community Hazardous Waste Day.  Council Member Woods made a motion to endorse the 

DRBA project; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor.   

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Turner made a motion to approve 

the Consent Agenda as presented.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with four Council 

Members voting in favor. Council Member Bowles stepped out of the room prior to the vote. 

Hear a presentation of the proposed FY20 City budget – City Manager Towarnicki 

presented a PowerPoint of FY19 Budget highlights, objectives, budget challenges and capital 

requests, revenue analysis, general fund balances with transfers and expense analysis.  

Towarnicki said a lot of work has gone into this budget and most requests made by 

departments were very reasonable. He thanked Finance Director Linda Conover and other 

Finance department employees for their assistance. Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

set the public hearing for the budget for April 23, 2019; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion with all council members voting in favor.  

Business from the Floor – none 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Turner supports the University of 

Virginia and suggested a letter of congratulations be sent from the Mayor and Council Members.  

Vice Mayor Martin requested that City Manager Towarnicki be the one to write the letter.  

Council Member Bowles thanked the Fire Department and Red Cross for installing fire alarms 

in her home.  She commended the inspections department for responding quickly to her call.  

She thanked bulk trash and said we have a group of dedicated staff.  The follow up meeting to 

The Mission Possible through New Heights Foundation is April 18.  Bowles asked if the City is 

still working to take down trees in the City; Towarnicki confirmed they are working through a 

list.  Bowles asked if there was an update on the IPads on the City refuse trucks.  Towarnicki 

explained that the pilot program was successful; unfortunately, the employee trained through 

the pilot program has retired so other drivers are currently being trained.  Bowles thanked Public 

Works for their fast response.  Council Member Woods attended the Barber Shop talk last 

Wednesday along with almost 60 other men including ministers and leaders in the community.  

Woods thanked Martin for organizing the meeting and he feels dialog between people is 

beneficial.  Dr. and Mrs. King have donated The BlackBox Theater building to Theater Works.  

Theater Works has announced their 2019-20 season; Woods encourages resident to get involved 

with events like the Barber Shop talk as well as theatrical productions.  Mayor Lawson also 
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commented on how quickly the City Staff responds to concerns; she said we have outstanding 

employees.  April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and encourages residents to visit the Field 

of Flags at Roselawn.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council of the work 

sessions and the upcoming Southside Neighborhood meeting.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


